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Voters Sour on Both Political Parties, With Democrats Facing Greater Backlash
A new Emerson College Polling national survey of voters finds President Trump with
a 47% job approval, and 45% disapproval rating. Trump’s disapproval increased two

points since last week’s national poll, while his approval rating decreased one

percentage point.

“As President Trump reaches his first 50 days in office, his approval rating has declined
from 49%-41% to 47%-45%, reflecting a nation deeply divided,” Spencer Kimball,
executive director of Emerson College Polling, said. “Despite not yet delivering on the
economy in voters’ minds, Trump’s support remains strong. However, the true
challenge will be how voters perceive their financial future. While little has shifted

since the election, the initial ‘honeymoon phase’ seems to be coming to an end.”

“Voters are most supportive of Trump’s immigration policy, but they disapprove of his
handling of the economy, believe tariffs will hurt economic growth, and are skeptical

of his cryptocurrency policy,” Kimball continued.

A slight majority (51%) think Trump’s second term in office has been more of a success

than a failure, and 49% think his term has been more of a failure.

Trump’s approval is strongest on his handling of immigration policy, 48% approve of
his handling and 40% disapprove, and his disapproval is highest on the US economy,
at 48% disapprove and 37% approve.


https://emersoncollegepolling.com/march-2025-national-poll/

MARCH 2025 NATIONAL POLL

Do you approve or disapprove of Donald Trump's handling of the following areas?
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Il Approve Neutral [ Disapprove
Immigration policy 12% Bl
Balancing federal budget 18% 39%
14% 44%
14% 45%
41%

US - Mexico relations

Russia/Ukraine war

Israel/Hamas war

Cryptocurrency 39% 38%

U.S. Registered Voters, March 8-10, 2025, n=1,000, MOE +/- 3%

Thirty-nine percent of voters think Trump is doing better than expected in his second
term, 36% think he is doing worse in office than expected, and 25% think he is doing

about as expected.

« Among those who voted for Trump, 75% think he is doing better than expected,
18% about as expected, and 7% worse than expected. Among those who voted
for Harris, 67% say Trump is doing worse than expected, 27% about as expected,

and 5% better than expected.

A plurality of voters (46%) say Trump’s economic policies are making the economy
worse, while 28% think they are making the economy better, and 26% think they have
had no effect or it is too soon to tell.

Fifty-three percent think the US increasing tariffs will hurt the US economy, while
37% think they will help the economy, and 11% think they will have no impact.
Compared to a year ago, 39% say they and their family finances are worse off, 37%

say they are about the same, and 24% say they are better off than a year ago.

“Black voters are most likely to report being worse off financially than a year ago, at
52%, compared to 40% of Hispanic voters and 38% of white voters who say the same,”
Kimball noted.



Thirty-nine percent of voters have a favorable view of the Republican Party, while 49%
have an unfavorable view of the party. The Democratic Party is ten points less

favorable at 29%, and 56% have an unfavorable view of the party.

“The Republican Party holds a narrow favorability edge over Democrats, with 39%
viewing it favorably compared to just 29% for the Democratic Party,” Kimball noted.
“A concern for Democrats is their standing among Hispanic voters—who view the
Republican Party slightly more favorably (29%-58%) than the Democratic Party (26%-
58%). This signals a potential shift in a key voting bloc that Democrats have

traditionally relied on.”

Vice President JD Vance has a 42% favorable rating, and a 46% unfavorable rating.
Elon Musk holds a 42% job approval rating at the Department of Government
Efficiency, and 48% job disapproval.

US Congress is viewed favorably by 29%, while 47% have an unfavorable view of

Congress. The Supreme Court has a 36% favorable rating, and 42% unfavorable.

The survey measured favorability of Trump cabinet members.
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Do you bave a favorable or unfavorable view of the following individuals?

Il Very favorable [l Somewhat favorable Neutral [l Never heard of this person
[l Somewhat unfavorable [ Very unfavorable

JD Vance E{8A IR 22 %6% 40%

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 278 16% 299%  34%

Marco Rubio PYS 19% 6% 12% 24%

Pete Hegseth PE&A 16% 9% 5% 34%

Scott Bessent NEFA 23% 14% 9% 22%

U.S. Registered Voters, March 8-10, 2025, n=1,000, MOE +/- 3%

Methodology
The Emerson College Polling national survey was conducted March 8-10, 2025. The

sample of US registered voters, n=1,000, has a credibility interval, similar to a poll’s



margin of error (MOE), of +/- 3 percentage points. The data sets were weighted by

gender, education, race, age, party registration, and region.

It is important to remember that subsets based on demographics, such as gender, age,
education, and race/ethnicity, carry with them higher credibility intervals, as the sample
size 1s reduced. Survey results should be understood within the poll’s range of scores,
and with a confidence interval of 95% a poll will fall outside the range of scores 1 in

20 times.

Data was collected by contacting a voter list of cellphones via MMS-to-web text, of
opt-in emails provided by Commonwealth Opinions and an online panel of voters
provided by Rep Data. Panel responses were matched to the Aristotle voter file using

respondents’ full name and ZIP code. The survey was offered in English.

All questions asked in this survey with the exact wording, along with full results,
demographics, and cross tabulations can be found under Full Results. This survey was

funded by Emerson College.
FULL RESULTS



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_w-nEV73k-lKW4mQax1xVuoXqGZjPGjT/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107857247170786005927&rtpof=true&sd=true

