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Most Americans say it would be ‘too risky’ to give presidents,
including Trump, more power

di Gabriel Borelli

In his first few weeks in office, President Donald Trump has moved quickly to assert

—and attempt to expand — the power of the presidency. He has issued a record

number of early-term executive orders and taken accompanying actions, many of

which face legal challenges.

But a new Pew Research Center survey finds that Americans are skeptical about

expanding the scope of presidential powers — both for Trump specifically and for

presidents in general:

Wide majorities of Americans say giving presidents
more power would be ‘too risky’
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https://www.wsj.com/video/series/news-explainers/how-trump-is-testing-the-boundaries-of-presidential-power/FDDC12FE-D3FF-44AF-975B-5A8FC1094E8D
https://www.nbcnews.com/data-graphics/tracking-trumps-executive-orders-rcna189571
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/where-do-legal-cases-against-trumps-executive-orders-stand-2025-01-30/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/02/14/most-americans-say-it-would-be-too-risky-to-give-presidents-including-trump-more-power/sr_25-02-14_executive-power_1/

= 65% of U.S. adults say it would be “too risky” to give Trump more power to deal
directly with many of the nation’s problems. Just 33% take the view that “many
of the country’s problems could be dealt with more effectively if Trump didn’t

have to worry so much about Congress or the courts.”

= Even more Americans — 78% — express concerns about expanding presidential

power when asked about U.S. presidents in general.

Would it be ‘too risky’ to expand Trump’s presidential powers?

Most Americans - but not most Republicans - say
giving Trump more power would be ‘too risky’
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An overwhelming majority of Democrats and Democratic leaners (90%) view the

prospect of expanding Trump’s presidential power as too risky.

In contrast, a 59% majority of Republicans and Republican-leaning independents say
many of the country’s problems could be addressed more effectively if Trump didn’t

need to worry so much about Congress or the courts.


https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/02/14/most-americans-say-it-would-be-too-risky-to-give-presidents-including-trump-more-power/sr_25-02-14_executive-power_2/

Republicans who say they “strongly” identify with the GOP are particularly likely to
say the nation’s problems could be more effectively addressed by giving Trump more
power: 78% say this. This compares with about half of both Republicans who less

strongly identify with the party (46%) and independents who lean Republican (47%).

Note: This survey was conducted from Jan. 27 to Feb. 2, before some of the Trump

administration’s most recent executive actions aimed at reducing the size of the

federal workforce.

Would it be ‘too risky’ to expand the powers of the presidency in general?

In general, majorities of both Republicans and Democrats are skeptical about giving
U.S. presidents more power. However, their opinions tend to shift depending on

which party controls the presidency.


https://www.axios.com/2025/02/12/trump-doge-executive-order-musk-federal-staff-cuts
https://www.axios.com/2025/02/12/trump-doge-executive-order-musk-federal-staff-cuts

Is more power too risky? Partisans’ views shift with
the president’s party
% who say it would be too risky to give U.S. presidents more power to

deal directly with many of the country’s problems
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Note: In 2019, this question transitioned from telephone surveys to the American Trends
Panel. The transition from phone surveys conducted with an interviewer to online self
administered surveys may result in mode differences from the method of interviewing.
Source: Survey of U.S adults conducted Jan. 27-Feb. 2, 2025.
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Republicans are now less likely to see expanded presidential power negatively than
they were last year. When Democrat Joe Biden was president, more than three-

quarters of Republicans said it would be too risky to expand presidential power.


https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/02/14/most-americans-say-it-would-be-too-risky-to-give-presidents-including-trump-more-power/sr_25-02-14_executive-power_3/

Currently, 66% say giving U.S. presidents more power would be too risky. This is

similar to the shares who said this throughout much of Trump’s first term.

Democrats’ views have moved in the opposite direction. Today, 89% say it’s too risky
to give presidents more power. That is on par with Democrats’ views during Trump’s

first term, but up 17 percentage points from last year (during Biden’s presidency).

Note: This is an update of a post originally published on Feb. 28, 2024. Here are

the questions used for this analysis, along with responses, and its methodology.



https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2025/02/SR_25.02.14_executive-power_questionnaire.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2025/02/SR_25.02.14_executive-power_topline.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2025/02/07/views-of-trump-methodology/

