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Why this is not a normal government shutdown 

di Robert Reich 

 

The United States government has shut down. But in reality, it has been shut down 

ever since Trump took office the second time. For over eight months, he has been 

funding programs he likes and defunding programs he doesn’t like. That’s effectively a 

shutdown. With the government now officially shut down, we’re simply seeing what 

Trump has already been doing. Now is an opportunity, finally, for Democrats to fight 

back. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOF2Fz_rO-U 
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